
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Nigerian entrepreneurs to 
gain the skills necessary to 
run their own businesses. 

With the most recent 
shipment of books, FATE USA 
hopes to improve the quality 
of other business libraries and 
resource centers in the Lagos 
area, thereby equipping 
entrepreneurs with the 
knowledge they need to 
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FATE Foundation USA 
strengthened its commitment to 
Nigerian entrepreneurs this past 
summer, sending three student 
consultants to Lagos where they 
were partnered with Nigerian 
companies.  

The three students, Elizabeth 
Howe and Bethany Otuteye of 
Harvard Business School and 
Omar Gonzalez of Stanford�s 
Graduate School of Business, 
lived and worked in Nigeria for 
ten weeks. Before leaving the 
United States, they underwent 
two days of training in which 
FATE USA oriented them to 
Nigeria�s unique business, social, 
and cultural climate. 

The students worked with 
companies in the fields of juice 
distribution, pharmaceuticals, 
and information technology. In 
addition, the students partnered 
with FATE Foundation Nigeria 
to support their entrepreneur 
development programs. 

 �The consulting projects were 
designed to allow the MBA 
students to contribute their 
management expertise to assist 
young companies in addressing 

their most important strategic 
issues,� commented Bethany 
Otuteye. �[The program] 
inspired me about the 
possibilities to overcome the 
stark limitations of a developing 
economy, and achieve tangible 
business success.�  

Omar Gonzalez, who worked 
with an innovative technology 
company called Resourcery, 
commented that �working with 
Resourcery was a pleasure. 
Because of the Nigerian 
marketplace, Resourcery will 
always be in need of MBA 
expertise, and will know how to 
take advantage of such skills.� 

Resourcery�s managing director, 
Tani Fafunwa, concurred. He 
believes that his company is 
stronger and more effective 
thanks Omar�s presence, and 
appreciated the opportunity to 
welcome a fresh, new 
perspective into Resourcery�s 
ranks.  

In addition to adding value to 
Nigerian companies, the 
students also approached their 
time in Nigeria as a cultural 
learning experience. Elizabeth  

Howe, for example, attended a 
traditional wedding ceremony, 
and traveled to the northern 
city of Kano where she visited a 
Nigerian family. Although she 
has lived in South Africa, 
Elizabeth claimed that the 
energy and atmosphere of 
Nigeria were �like nothing I�ve   
ever experienced.� 

Omar Gonzalez also stressed 
the warmth of the Nigerian 
people: �I truly enjoyed my stay 
in Nigeria,� he said, �because of 
the people I met and their 
genuine hospitality.� 

In preparation for the summer 
of 2003, the FATE USA 
consultant program will be 
reconfigured as a referral 
program, allowing the 
organization to act as a 
recruiting, screening, and 
matching agent serving Nigerian 
entrepreneurs and US-based 
consultants who are interested 
in working in Nigeria for the 
summer. In so doing, FATE USA 
hopes to maximize its overall 
impact and provide an 
important service to Nigerian 
entrepreneurs that is not 
currently available. !

FATE USA�s New York City 
volunteers have set a new 
standard for the organization�s 
satellite chapters, reaching out 
to hundreds of New Yorkers in 
the space of just a few months. 

The pinnacle of their efforts 
took place at Manhattan�s 
recent �Nigeria Day� parade 
and festival, where FATE NYC 
representatives marched down 
Second Avenue in the parade, 
and then spoke individually with 
hundreds of people about FATE 
USA�s mission and goals. FATE 
USA was one of only two non-
profits represented at this 
important annual event, and its 
presence enabled the 
organization to establish respect 
and name recognition among 
New York City�s Nigerian 
community. 

The New York chapter of FATE 
USA is led by board member 
Okey Okuzu, as well as by Nena
Urum-Eke and Uche Okonkwo, 
two local professionals with 
close ties to Nigeria. An 
increasing number of volunteers 
work with these leaders to plan 
events such as the Nigeria Day 
parade and several after-work 
mixers. The team meets almost 
every week to discuss their 
progress and brainstorm new 
ideas. 

The New York City chapter is 
now in the planning stages for 
its most ambitious endeavor to 
date: a gala fund-raising event to 
take place in the late winter or 
early spring of 2003. This event, 
on a scale unprecedented in the 
history of FATE USA, will raise 
funds for the organization�s  

 

 
FATE NYC co-leader Okey Okuzu 

ongoing development, and 
expand its base of support in 
the New York City area. 

In the meantime, however, the 
New York City chapter of FATE 
USA continues to serve as a

model for other chapters 
around the country. When 
liaisons in Washington, DC 
recently began to plan an after-
work mixer, for example, they 
tapped the leaders of the New 
York City group for their 
expertise and advice.    

FATE USA is grateful for the 
hundreds of combined hours 
that have been devoted by the 
leaders and volunteers of its 
New York City chapter. The 
chapter is a continuing source of
energy, enthusiasm, and support 
for everyone in the FATE USA 
community, and the 
organization�s successes are due 
in large part to the tireless 
efforts of men and women not 
only in New York, but in our 
other affiliate cities as well. !"

MBA Student Consultants Help Nigerian Businesses 

CHAPTER PROFILE: New York City Steps Up  

FATE USA consultant Elizabeth Howe with Nigerian colleagues at Delt-R
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OKOGUN, from p. 1 

When FATE USA was launched 
in early 2001, Isi was one of the 
first people to lend her support. 
�I think entrepreneurship is an 
important part of wealth 
generation in any community,� 
she asserted, �and I was glad to 
help.� Despite being a full-time 
student at Northwestern�s 
Kellogg School of Management, 
Isi found the time to spearhead 
a major textbook-donation 
campaign. �I saw someone 
throw away textbooks one day, 
and it occurred to me that a lot 
of people might need these 
books.� She approached 
professors, departments, and 
students, and soon collected 
hundreds of books that FATE 
USA donated to the business 
library of FATE Foundation 
Nigeria. 

In early 2002, Isi set herself a 
new challenge: completing the 
Chicago Marathon. �I had a 
friend who promised me that if I 
could run two miles by April, he 
could help me make the  

marathon by October.� 

Although she initially found this 
hard to believe, Isi took the 
challenge and started training 
with a local running club. �I was 
in the slowest pace group, but I 
went out there and ran every 
Saturday morning,� she 
remembers. 

Once it became apparent that 
the marathon was actually an 
attainable goal, Isi decided to 
use the opportunity to raise 
funds for FATE USA. She sent 
emails to her friends and 
colleagues, and checks soon 
started to arrive in support of 
her cause. By marathon day, Isi 
had received thousands of 
dollars from well-wishers all 
over the country. 

The marathon itself was a 
grueling ordeal. �My feet were 
killing me, my calves and thighs 
were screaming,� Isi recalled. �I 
was so tempted to get on the 
van and call it a day. But I 
thought of all the people who 
had donated money, and the 
notion of telling people I did not 

complete the marathon was 
unthinkable.� She pushed 
through to the finish, so 
delirious from exertion by the 
end that she ran across the line 
and kept going, only realizing 
several seconds later that it was 
over. 

After a post-marathon bash at 
the home of Dr. Lekan Sowade, 
Isi retired to bed, elated with 
the knowledge that she has now 
joined the elite ranks of 
marathoners. FATE USA was 
also thrilled by Isi�s 
accomplishment, which added 
thousands to the organization�s 
coffers and enabled it to ship 
hundreds of business textbooks 
to Nigeria. 

Isi hasn�t yet decided whether 
she will run the marathon again 
next year; she needs to give her 
sore muscles a chance to rest 
first. She has, however, inspired 
others by her example. In the 
days following the race, several 
friends emailed Isi to tell her 
that they were now planning to 
train for the Chicago Marathon  

because of her. Isi has also been 
an inspiration to the officers and 
volunteers of FATE USA: her 
passion and determination are 
an uplifting example of how 
vision can become reality. !  

 

 

!Make a Monetary 
Contribution.  

 

FATE USA depends on the 
partnership of supporters 
who believe in our mission. 
To make a contribution, 
visit www.fateusa.org and 
click on “Support FATE,” 
or send a check to the 
address on this brochure.  

All contributions are fully tax-
exempt. 

!Donate Goods and 
Services.  

 

Through our in-kind 
donation program, FATE 
USA receives everything 
from office equipment to 
legal services to web design 
expertise. Please visit 
http://www.fateusa.org/ 
In_Kind.htm  for a list of 
specific in-kind needs.  

In-kind contributions are 
eligible for tax deductions. 

!Become a Mentor.  

 

 

FATE USA’s “Mentor 
Matching” program will be 
launched early next year, 
and we are seeking 
knowledgeable 
professionals willing to 
share their expertise with 
Nigerian entrepreneurs. To 
join our list of prospective 
mentors, contact us at 
fatefoundationusa@ 
yahoo.com. 

!Volunteer with a 
Local Chapter.  

 

If you live in the greater 
Boston, New York, 
Washington, or Chicago 
areas, you can work with 
our chapters to plan events, 
raise funds, and spread the 
word about FATE USA. 
For more information, 
contact fatefoundationusa@ 
yahoo.com. 

How Can I Help? 

FATE USA Supporter Completes Chicago Marathon 

FATE USA Volunteer and 
Marathoner Isi Okogun. 
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ABOUT FATE FOUNDATION US A 

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS 
 
Mr. Fola Adeola 
Fellow, Corporation for Entreprise 
Development, Washington, DC 
 
Mr. Seni Adio 
Partner, Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, 
Glovsky & Popeo LLC 
 
Ms. Modupe Akinola 
Consultant, Bain & Company USA 
 
Dr. Akintunde Akinwande 
Associate Professor, Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science, 
MIT 
 
Mr. Thomas Barry 
President, Zephyr Management L.P.
 
Dr. Lisa Cook 
National Fellow, Hoover Institute, 
Stanford University 
 
Justice Gloria Dabiri 
Supreme Court Judge, City of NY 
 
Prof. Uche Ewelukwa 
Professor, University of Arkansas 
College of Law 
 
Mr. Kingsley Uyi Idehen 
Founder, President, and CEO, 
OpenLink Software 
 
Ms. Ndidi Okonkwo Nwuneli
Founder and Managing Partner, 
LEAP Africa 
 
Dr. Omolola Ijeoma 
Ogunyemi 
Research Scientist, Brigham and 
Womens� Hospital and Instructor, 
Harvard Medical School 
 
Mr. Okey Okuzu 
Senior Manager, Pfizer Inc. 
 
Dr. Nelson Oyesiku 
Professor of Neurological Surgery, 
Emory University School of Medicine

What Is FATE USA? 
 
FATE FOUNDATION USA was
founded in 2001 by a group of leading
Nigerian and American professionals
who were concerned about Nigeria’s
economic future.  By empowering
Nigeria’s entrepreneurial community,
FATE USA is making important
strides toward securing the country’s
economic independence and
alleviating its widespread poverty. 
 
One of the largest challenges facing
Nigerian entrepreneurs is their relative
isolation from the networks of
information, technology, and
commerce in the international
business community.  By working
within the United States, FATE USA
is opening new lines of
communication between Nigeria and
the US, and providing Nigerian
entrepreneurs with business textbooks,
professional expertise, information,
and other support that has previously
been unavailable.  
 
FATE USA functions by mobilizin g
volunteers and supporters throughout
the United States. A number of these
supporters are Nigerians and Nigerian-
Americans; many, however, are
simply individuals who recognize the
importance of personal empowerment
and trans-national communication in
development efforts. We invite you to
join us in this important mission. 

FATE USA�s Programs
 
 
! Mentor Matching 
An innovative portal that allows 
US-based professionals to share 
expertise with Nigerian 
entrepreneurs. 
 
 
! Grant-Making 
Grant funding is offered to 
reputable Nigerian non-profits 
who work to empower 
entrepreneurs. 
 
 
! Book Shipment 
FATE USA stocks the library 
shelves of Nigerian non-profit 
organizations that work to 
promote entrepreneurship. 
 
 
! Consultant Referral 
US-based summer consultants 
are recruited, screened, and 
referred to Nigerian businesses 
interested in hiring them. 
 
 

FATE FOUNDATION USA 
 

2 Copley Place, 7th Floor 
Boston, MA 02116 
 
Phone: (617) 572 2290 
Fax: (617) 572 2291 
 
fatefoundationusa@yahoo.com 
 
http://www.fateusa.org 
 
A 501(c)3 organization 
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